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OUTCOME REPORT 
ELEVATE: A Celebration of Diverse Entrepreneurship! (ELEVATE!) was 
held on Friday, October 20th from 6:00PM – 9:00PM at Humana (500 West 
Main Street, Louisville, KY 40202) on the 25th Floor Skydeck. The goal of 
the celebration was to promote and celebrate diverse entrepreneurship in 
the region, which is part of the mission of the Diversity Pitch Fest 
economic development initiative. 

 

 

(Credit: Photos were taken by Babacar Sambe at ELEVATE!) 
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DIVERSITY PITCH FEST OVERVIEW 
The Diversity Pitch Fest is a grassroots, regional economic development 
initiative designed to significantly increase the social, creative and 
financial capital of women and/or minority-owned enterprises. Since its 
inception in 2016, the initiative has partnered with numerous corporations, 
organizations and agencies that value business diversity as well as 
opportunities to transcend socioeconomic disadvantages. While the 
Diversity Pitch Fest has historically served Louisville, it also serves greater 
Kentucky and its surrounding 100-mile radius, including Indiana and Ohio. 

The Diversity Pitch Fest programs consist of: 

• The Breakthrough Business Boot Camp + Launch Party 
• The Diversity Pitch Fest Business Challenge 
• The Annual Diversity Pitch Fest Celebration 

Each of these programs is designed to demonstrate the power of 
entrepreneurship to improve the financial empowerment and economic 
well-being of women and minorities, as well as the national economy at 
large. The programs are offered annually at different times in the year. 

 

ELEVATE! OVERVIEW 

The Diversity Pitch Fest concludes each year with a celebration of diverse 
entrepreneurship in Louisville, KY. The 2017 celebration was titled, 
“ELEVATE: A Celebration of Diverse Entrepreneurship!” (ELEVATE!). The 
purpose of ELEVATE! was to introduce, connect and showcase the 
pipeline of regional minority and/or woman-owned business enterprises in 
a festive, innovative environment.  

 

DEMOGRAHICS 

ELEVATE! is marketed to all stakeholders in the regional entrepreneurship 
community. Targeted stakeholders included: woman and/or minority-
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owned businesses, diverse entrepreneurs and professionals, MBA 
students, investors, supplier diversity representatives and community 
agents interested in stimulating entrepreneurship (i.e. the city, chamber of 
commerce, etc.) In total, ELEVATE! marketing efforts reached an 
estimated 800 regional contacts. 

The ELEVATE! registration tools collected data on approximately 240 
registrants, and close to 120 guests attended the event. Of all the advance 
registrants, about 82 of them expressed interests in meeting with the 
Humana Supplier Diversity Team. About 42 of these advance registrants 
expressed interests in meeting with Humana Diversity Recruitment teams 
about a potential career at Humana. Representatives from Humana’s 
Supplier Diversity and Diversity Recruitment teams were onsite and 
available at the event to meet these registrants. 

NOTE: The data listed herein is approximate only. The registration tools 
captured data from various sources (i.e. EventBrite, Facebook & organizer 
direct contact) and are therefore unverified. Numerous attendees did not 
register but attended the event anyway; these guests may not be captured 
in this data. 

 

EVENT FEATURES 

In addition to premium hors d’oeuvres, live music and bar service, the 
Diversity Pitch Fest displayed innovative engagement features referred to 
as “stations.” The following stations were available at the event: 

• The Humana Lounge: The Humana lounge was set in the west 
wing of the 25th floor, where Humana recruiters and supplier 
diversity teams greeted professionals interested in working with 
Humana. The couch and table set-up allowed for a conversational 
environment to discuss future engagement with Humana. 

• Diversity Pitch Fest Social Conversation: Humana also hosted 
the hashtag, #DPFHumana, as part of the visual presentation via 
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monitors at the event. As patrons took photos and assigned the 
hashtag, their media were automatically fed to the event screens.  

• EntrepreART Exhibit: This art installation features custom-
designed canvases that illustrate diverse entrepreneurs and their 
companies in the regional business community. The pieces are 
displayed throughout the event and patrons are encouraged to 
interact with the subjects in person. The 2017 exhibit is currently on 
display at the Louisville Free Public Library. 

• Live Pitch Booth: The live pitch booth station recorded 60-second 
business pitches from the patrons in attendance. These videos were 
then live-streamed to the visual presentation monitors (silent reel). 
At the end of the evening, three winners were announced and prizes 
were awarded (i.e. $50.00 Amazon gift cards, Talon Winery 
certificate and Kentucky Science Center tickets.) 

• Diversity Pitch Fest Business Challenge Presentation: During 
the event, the organizers announced the winners of the business 
model competition (which was judged the night earlier). The Glass 
Capitol took the first-place prize of $4,000.00, followed by Lulosoft 
($1,000.00) and Vome Magazine ($500.00). 

The prize presentation for the Diversity Pitch Fest Business Challenge 
was concluded with pitches from the winners as well as a statement of 
gratitude to the event sponsors.  

 

SPONSORS & FINANCIALS 

ELEVATE! was sponsored by a collective of corporations, non-profits and 
governmental agencies that are passionate about fostering an inclusive 
entrepreneurship community in the region. In total, the 2017 Diversity 
Pitch Fest celebration expenses totaled just over $10,000.00 (including 
the cash prize awards) in addition to various contributions of in-kind 
support. The Diversity Pitch Fest thanks it sponsors for their generous 
contributions to this important program and its mission.  
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The ELEVATE! and Diversity Pitch Fest Business Challenge sponsors are 
listed as follows (in no particular order): 

• Humana 
• Vogt Innovation Fund & Community Foundation of Louisville 
• EnovaPremier 
• LGE/KU 
• University of Louisville  
• Greater Works Design Studio 
• MEMStim 
• National Black MBA Association - Kentucky Chapter 
• Louisville Free Public Library 
• Heine Brothers Coffee 
• Talon Winery 
• Kentucky Science Center 
• Kentuckiana Works 
• Multiple, Individual Monetary & In-Kind Contributors 

 

For more information on the Diversity Pitch Fest programs or this report, 
please visit www.DiversityPitchFest.com. 


